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ERD/OERR (EPA5511)
D.MATLOCK (EPA93057)
REGIONO3.TAT (EPA9322)
RRC (EPAS374)
REGIONO3.TAT (EPA9322) Delivered: Tue 6~Aug-9

Subject: SUN CHEMICAL COMPANY PAINT FIRE POLREP #1
Mail Id: 1IPM-163-910806-136060616
POLREP #1

SUN COMPANY CHEMICAL PAINT FIRE
3301 HUNTING PARK AVE.

PHILA., PHILA. COUNTY, PA 19129
ATTN: GREGG CRYSTALL AND STEPHEN LUFTIG
I. SITUATION (0230 HOURS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991)
A. AT APPROXIMATELY 2100 HOURS 8/5/91, THE PHILA. FIRE

DEPT. (PFD) RESPONDED TO A STRUCTURE FIRE AT THE SUN
CHEMICAL PLANT LOCATED AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. THE FIRE
WAS CONFINED TO ONE STRUCTURE, WHICH STORED PRIMARILY
PAINT PRODUCTS AND RESINS. DUE TO THE POSSIBILITY OF
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AT THE SCENE, THE FIRE DEPT.
HAZ-MAT ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT (PFD-HMAU) ALSO RESPONDED.

DUE TO THE POSSIBILITY OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ENTERING
THE AIR OR WATER, OTHER AGENCIES WERE REQUESTED TO
RESPOND, INCLUDING PHILA. WATER DEPT., PHILA. AIR
MGMT., PA DER, AND EPA.

THIS FACILITY IS LOCATED IN A PRIMARILY INDUSTRIAL
AREA. LOCAL OFFICIALS PROVIDED SECURITY AND REDIRECTED
TRAFFIC AT THE SCENE. AN APPROXIMATE 12 BLOCK

AREA WAS RESTRICTED FOR EMERGENCY PERSONNEL.

THE CAUSE OF THE FIRE IS NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME.

NC PERSONNEL ON SCENE RECEIVED ANY CHEMICAL EXPOSURES
DUE TO THE BLAZE. SUN COMPANY PERSONNEL WERE ON SCENE
TO ASSIST RESPONDERS.

II. ACTIONS TAKEN

A.

AT APPROXIMATELY 2230 HOURS, EPA RRC DUTY OFFICER FOX
CONTACTED 0SCs JARVELA, MATLOCK, AND TAT. THESE
PERSONNEL MET ON SCENE AT 2330 HOURS TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE AND COORDINATE WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS AT THE
SCENE.



B.

SUN COMPANY PERSONNEL USED WORKER HEALTH AND SAFETY
INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY THE MATERIALS STORED IN THE
BUILDING WHERE THE FIRE WAS LOCATED. THESE MATERIALS
WERE PRIMARILY PAINT AND INK PIGMENTS AND WAXES. PRODUCT
INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED AT THE SCENE BY COMPANY
PERSONNEL. SEVERAL DRUM STORAGE AREAS WERE LOCATED
OUTSIDE OF THE BURNING STRUCTURE. PFD MAINTAINED STREAMS
OF WATER ON THESE CONTAINERS TO PREVENT THEM FROM
BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE FIRE.

AIR MONITORING WAS PERFORMED DOWNWIND OF THE FIRE BY TAT.
USUAL FIRE BY-PRODUCTS WERE DETECTED; HOWEVER, NO
EVIDENCE OF HAZARDOUS VAPOR MIGRATION COULD BE FOUND.
ALTHOUGH SOME VOLATILE MATERIALS WERE INCLUDED IN THE
INVENTORY, SITE PERSONNEL INFERRED THAT THESE MATERIALS
WOULD BE THE FIRST TO BE RELEASED IN A FIRE SITUATION,
AND IT WAS LIKELY THAT ANY SUCH VAPORS WOULD HAVE
DISSIPATED IN THIS TIME FRAME.

PHILA. WATER DEPT. AND PA DER MONITORED THE OUTFALLS FROM
THE FACILITY LEADING TO THE SCHUYLKILL RIVER. COMPANY
PERSONNEL INFORMED OSC JARVELA THAT ALL WASTEWATER IS
AUTOMATICALLY DIVERTED TO A WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM.

AIR SAMPLING WAS DISCUSSED AMONG THE AGENCIES PRESENT.
OSC JARVELA RECOMMENDED AIR SAMPLING BE WITHHELD AT
LEAST UNTIL ALL MATERIALS STORED IN THE BUILDING WERE
IDENTIFIED. ALSO, SINCE THE FIRE WAS STILL IN PROGRESS,
FIRE BY-PRODUCTS MAY MASK ANY SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS.
ALSO, AIR SAMPLING WOULD NOT PROVIDE REAL TIME DATA TO
THE RESPONDERS AND WOULD NOT BE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
HAZARDS ONCE THE FIRE WAS EXTINGUISHED.

TAT REVIEWED PRODUCT INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SUN COMPANY
REPRESENTATIVES. EPA RECOMMENDED THAT PERSONNEL
ATTACKING THE FIRE OR WORKING IN THE DIRECT AREA OF THE
FIRE WEAR RESPIRATORY PROTECTION TO PREVENT THE
INHAIATION OF METAL DUSTS.

MOST OF THE MATERIALS CONTAINED IN THE BUILDING WERE

STORED IN FIBER BOXES OR DRUMS. THERE WAS NO
DOCUMENTATION BY THE PFD OF PROPELLING OR PRESSURIZED
DRUMS OR CONTAINERS. SEVERAL CLOUDS OF COLORED
SMOKE, RESULTING FROM THE BURNING PAINT PIGMENTS, WERE



OBSERVED. SITE PERSONNEL WERE RECOMMENDED TO DECON
THOROUGHLY WITH SOAP AND WATER.

H. REPRESENTATIVES AT THE SCENE EXPRESSED CONCERN OF THE
EFFECT OF THE FIRE ON A DAY CARE CENTER LOCATED NEARBY.
ALL. AGENCIES AGREED RECOMMENDATIONS WOULD BE MADE LATER
IN THE MORNING ONCE THE STATUS OF THE FIRE COULD BE
DETERMINED.

I. AT 0200 THIS DATE, PFD-HMAU JANDA DECLARED THE FIRE TO BE
UNDER CONTROL. FURTHER OPERATIONS WOULD BE DIRECTED
UNDER THE COORDINATION OF THE FIRE OFFICIAL AT THE SCENE.

III. FUTURE PLANS

A. EPA, TAT, AND PFD FIRE MARSHALL'S OFFICE TO MEET ON SCENE
AT 0900 HOURS. A SURVEY OF THE AREA WILL BE PERFORMED TO
DETERMINE IF ANY HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ARE BEING RELEASED
WHICH MAY POSE AN IMMINENT THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR
THE ENVIRONMENT.

B. EPA TO CONTINUE TO COORDINATE WITH STATE AND LOCAL

OFFICIALS.
A REPRESENTATIVE FROM OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS WILL BE

REQUESTED TO ASSIST ON SCENE 8/6/91.

C. PA DER TO OVERSEE CLEANUP OPERATIONS BY THE RESPONSIBLE

PARTY.
STEPHEN D. JARVELA, OSC DENNIS MATLOCK, OSC
EPA REGION III EPA REGION III

PHILA., PA PHILA., PA
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